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market his produce more economically) or when
irrigation works are constructed (rendering
the whole district more fertile). Similarly, if
population increases rapidly in a particular
district the land (being in more demand) rises
in value, especially if it is needed for buildings
of a commercial character, or if a growing
town population in the neighbourhood calls for
an increased output of agricultural produce.
On the other hand, striking instances may be
cited of an opposite nature. Agricultural
land in England has greatly decreased in
value during the last thirty years owing
especially to the opening up of railways in
North America, where wheat can now be
grown and transported to the English markets
more cheaply than it can be produced in
England. Land in India used for the growing
of indigo, of which India had formerly a
virtual monopoly, has similarly been disad-
vantageously affected by the discovery of
artificial means of producing indigo in
Germany. Changes of these kinds, not being
due to the efforts or the indolence of
landholders and cultivators, are known as
"unearned" increments and "unearned"